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CONPIDENTIAL ASMARA 0571 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS PINT ET 

SUBJECT: EVENTS IN ERITREA: DISSIDENT MILITARY CONSPIRACY 
APPARENTLY FIZZLES 

REF: A. ASMARA 0551 (DTG 151350ZJUL 76), B. ADDIS ABABA 8117 
(DTG 081444Z JUL 76)(NOTAL) 

1. THERE ARE INCREASING INDICATIONS THAT THE REPORTED DISSIDENT 
CONSPIRACY AMONG ETHIOPIAN MILITARY OPFICERS IN ASMARA, WHICH 
ALLEGEDLY DEMANDED THAT THE DIRG STEP DOWN BY JULY 24, HAS FIZZLED. 
MOST STRIKING ARE RET I ARTE REPORTS THAT SEVERAL ETHIOPIAN OFPICERS 
IN ASMARA HAVE BEEN ARRESTED POR CONSPIRING AGAINST THE DIRG 
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AND THAT ONE OFPICER, A LT. COL ABERRA, COMMITTED SUICIDE RATHER 
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THAN BE TAKEN PRISONER. THIS CLEARLY INDICATES THAT THE PRO-DIRG 
ELEMENT IS CONEIDENT THAT SUCH MOVES WILL NOT BE OPPOSED BY THE 
DISCONTENTS. 

2. A FURTHER INDICATION OF THIS RENEWED CONFIDENCE AMONG DIRG 
SUPPORTERS IS THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF COL. FIKRU'S APPOINTMENT AS 
GETACHEW'S REPLACEMENT (ACCORDING TO THE VICE CHIEF ADMIN- 
ISTRATOR, FIKRU WILL ARRIVE IN ASMARA THE WEEK OF JULY 26). 

THE ARRIVAL ON JULY 19 OF DIRG MEMBER MAJOR BERHANU, WHO IS THE 
HEAD OF THE "SPECIAL ERITREA REGION AFFAIRS COMMISSION" IS AN ADD- 
ITIONAL MEASURE OF DIRG STRENGTH HERE. THIS COMMISSION WAS 
ESTABLISHED JULY 7 BY THE PMAC WITH A MANDATE TO ASSIST IN THE 
REHABILITATION AND RESETTLEMENT OF ERITREAN REFUGEES. PERHAPS 
MORE IMPORTANTEY, THE COMMISSION ENJOYS CERTAIN EXTRAORDINARY 
POWERS (SEE REFTEL B.) WHICH WOULD MAKE IT POSSIBLE FOR BERHANU 
TO ENTER INTO NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE SUDANESE WHICH MIGHT ULTIMATELY 
RESULT IN TALKS WITH THE INSURGENTS IN AN EFFORT TO RESOLVE 
THE ENTIRE ERITREAN PROBLEM. (ACCORDING TO ASST ADMINISTRATOR 
HID AD KERAR, NO OTHER MEMBER HAS YET BEEN APPOINTED TO THE 
COMMISSION.) 

3. ANY INITIATIVE BERHANU MAY UNDERTAKE IS LIKELY TO BE MORE 
PRODUCTIVE THAN THE CURRENT RITUALIZED MEETINGS BETWEEN THE COMM- 
ITTEE OF ERITREAN ELDERS AND THE REPRESENTATIVES OF FIRST THE PLF, 

AND NOW THE ELF. (REFTEL A.). AT LEAST ONE MEMBER OF THE COMM- 
ITTEE RETURNED TO ASMARA FROM KEREN YESTERDAY. INITIAL REPORTS 
INDICATE THAT THE RESUETS OF THE TALKS WERE EXTREMELY MEAGRE, 

WITH THE ELF STATING UNEQUIVOCALLY THAT EPMG ACCEPTANCE OF COMPLETE 
INDEPENDENCE FOR ERITREA WAS A NON-NEGOTIABLE PRE-CONDITION FOR 
TALKS. THE ELDERS ARE CARRYING A TERSE LETTER FROM THE ELF 
"ADMINISTRATOR OF KEREN PROVINCE", WHICH WILL PRESUMABLY BE 
DELIVERED TO THE NEW CHIEF ADMINISTRATOR FOR ERITREA, REJECTING 
ANY FORM OF AUTONOMY EESS THAN INDEPENDENCE. THE ELF REPS PARROTTED 
THE PLF LINE THAT ANY AGREEMENT ON ERITREA WOULD HAVE TO INCLUDE 
BOTH INSURGENT FACTIONS. 

4. COMMENT: IT WOULD APPEAR FROM THE TIMING OF THE ANNOUNCEMENT 
OF FIKRU'S APPOINTMENT ON JULY 17, AND THE ARRIVAE OF BERHANU 

ON JULY 19, COMBINED WITH THE FAILURE OF THE PARATROOPERS MUTINY 
IN DEBRE ZEIT JULY 16, THAT THE TIDE HAD TURNED DECISIVELY 
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AGAINST DISSIDENT ELEMENTS IN ASMARA AT LEAST BY JULY 14. THERE 
WAS NO VISIBLE SIGN OF THIS WATERSHED IN ASMARA, BUT IT IS NOW 
BECOMING CLEAR THAT DIRG SUPPORTERS HAVE REASSERTED THE CONTROE 
OF THE ADDIS GOVERNMENT ON ERITREA. ONE MIGHT EXPECT THAT AS 
THIS PROCESS CONTINUES, MORE OF THE OUTSPOKEN DISCONTENTED OFFICERS 
WILL BE PURGED. 

SLUTZ 
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